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Town/City: Town of Eastham 
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Address: 



5135 State Highway 



Historic Name: Frank W. & Elizabeth P. Nightingale 

House 

Uses: Present: single-family residence 
Original: single-family residence 
Date of Construction: 1 93 1 -35 



Source: 



tax records 



Style/Form: Cape Cod 



Architect/Builder : 



unknown 



Exterior Material: 

Foundation: parged (undetermined) 

Wall/Trim: wood shingles/wood 



Roof: 



asphalt shingles 



Outbuildings/Secondary Structures: small barn 



Major Alterations (with dates): none 



Condition: 



Moved: no 



good 
yes □ Date: 



Acreage: 0.69 acre 

Setting: The subject property is located on the west side 
of State Highway/Rt. 6 between Wampum Ln. and Fallon 
Rd. (west) and between Nauset Rd. and Railroad Ave. 
(east). Across the highway are mix-use commercial/ 
residential and office properties. Adjoining this parcel on 
the north, south and west are single family residential 
properties. 
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□ Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. 



ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION: 

The single story, wood frame house on the subject property is a fine early 20^'^-century replication of an earlier house style found 
throughout Cape Cod with its gable roof form, corner boards and five-bay front facade with center entrance. The front door 
surround has simple pilasters and a four-light transom; the four-panel front door looks to be original. The frieze has dentils; the 
intact windows on the front facade of the main block are six-over-six double hung sash. (Other windows have been replaced.) 
An interior brick endwall chimney is on the left (south) side. A recessed gable-roofed ell extends to the right of the house to 
which a sunporch with secondary entrance has been added off the front under a shed roof. A shed-roofed dormer on the rear 
has been expanded and cantilevered over the rear facade. There is a small one-story bump-out at the center portion of the rear. 
The house is clad with weathered wood shingles. The parged foundation could be either stone or concrete block. A wood deck 
extends off the rear right (northwest) corner of the house. 

A small wood frame barn is located to the rear and right of the house (northwest); it is oriented with its vehicular bays/entrances 
to the north. Its gable roof is asymmetrical with the eaves extending lower on the rear than the front. Sliding vehicular doors are 
still intact. On its left (east) side that face the street are two large twelve-over-one windows. A lean-to is off the right (west) side. 

The yard north of the house and garage is fenced with wood planks and posts and wire, evidently for animals. Numerous 
mature deciduous trees are contained on the lot, while a few evergreen trees line the border the property on the south. Access 
to the property is via two curb cuts on State Highway off of which an unimproved driveway curves around to the rear (west) of the 
fenced area to a shared driveway easement running along the north property line. 

HISTORICAL NARRATIVE 

Eastham tax records and Barnstable County deeds document that the house at 5135 State Highway was built between 1931 and 
1935. In 1878 Henry C. Prescott of Boston bought the eighteen-acre parcel on which 5135 State Highway was later built, and 
after his death in 1888 his wife, Mary Ann Kader Prescott, and daughter Annie owned the undeveloped tract until 1931 Born in 
1821 in Newfane, Vermont, Henry C. Prescott was boarding in Boston and working as a stabler in 1850. In 1851 he married 
Mary Ann Krader of Boston, and by 1870 the couple was living in Boston with their daughter Annie L., born about 1852, and 
Prescott's mother-in-law Mary Ann Holt Krader. After Prescott's death his wife and daughter moved to Hingham. The 1910 
census shows them living in a hotel in that town. In 191 1 Mary Ann Krader Prescott deeded the North Eastham parcel to her 
daughter, and she died the same year in Cohasset at the age of eighty-six. 

Tax records for 1931 show Annie L. Prescott with ten acres of woodland but no buildings in the town. In October that year she 
sold the parcel to Frank W. Nightingale of Quincy.^ Born in 1867, Francis Wyman Nightingale was the son of Quincy farmer 
Wyman B. Nightingale and his daughter Sarah Perry. By 1900 he was working as a rent collector and living in a Quincy 
boardinghouse. In 1907 he married Elizabeth Tileston Pratt of Weymouth, and by 1920 the couple was living in a Quincy lodging 
house; Nightingale was a real estate manager at that time. By 1930 the couple ran their own lodging house in Quincy, and 
Frank worked as a bank messenger. 

The 1931 deed between Annie Prescott and Nightingale did not mention buildings, but a 1935 mortgage on the property 
mentions land and buildings. Tax records for 1937 show Nightingale with ten acres, a house valued at $2500, a shop valued at 
$250, and a cottage valued at $300. He died between 1937 and 1947, and tax records for the latter year show his widow with the 
house and ten acres. The ten-acre lot was subdivided to create the 30,002-square-foot lot that comprises the subject property in 
about 1973.^ In 1953, after Elizabeth Nightingale's death, the property was acquired by Philip L. and Gladys V. Pingree of 
Weymouth. The Pingrees sold it in 1973. Gregg O. and Daria M. Rose of Orleans acquired it in 1994; Daria Rose is the current 
owner."^ 
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SUPPLEMENTARY IMAGES 




"Plan of Lands of Frank W. Nightingale and George E. Hardwiek at North Eastham, Mass.," October 1931 (BCP 45:5) shows the 
ten-acre parcel on which 5135 State Highway was built at south. 
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Glerum plan of 1977 depicts the current parcel at 5135 State Highway (BCP 317:59) that was divided from the 
10-acre tract shown on the 1931 plan. 
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PHOTOGRAPHS 

(credit Larson Fisher Associates, 2012-2013 unless otherwise noted) 




View from north. 
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